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OVERVIEW

Our Region desires to continue our work to “address the cry of the earth” by reducing or eliminating the use of
single-use plastics. We wish to take action as part of the Vatican’s Seven-Year plan for environmental
sustainability.
We are following the guidance of Father Joshtrom Kureethadam, leader of the Ecology and Creation Section of
the Vatican Dicastery, suggesting the tasks of the various years. We, therefore, present our beginning plan:

GOALS
1. Reduce single-use plastics among Sisters of the Region
2. Reduce single-use plastics in Franciscan Courts among staff
3. Inspire staff to reduce single use plastics in their homes and spheres of influence
2022 - Year One - Develop concrete action plans
●

●

April 22-23 - At Regional Assembly
○ Distribute to Sisters (as a hospitality gift) a reusable cloth bag for shopping
○ Celebrate Earth Day (April 22)
○ Present rationale for addressing use of plastics
○ In a group process, invite Sisters to review alternate ideas for addressing single-use plastics.
Table discussion to identify their best ideas. Post ideas on the wall. Invite Sisters to do nominal
voting to identify priority. Gain their commitment
April-May - Develop a Committee for the Franciscan Courts to address plastic use in the facility and
among the employees. This will be a multidisciplinary committee who will identify possible alternatives,
and still consider Covid precautions.

●
●

●

May-July - Develop a Commitment /Guideline Statement
August-December - 2022
○ Acceptance of Commitment/Guideline Statement by Sisters
○ Finalize plan for the next two years (2023 - 2025)
○ Communication of plan- Newsletter, Facebook, Website
○ Continue assessment of response by the Sisters based on Commitment/Guideline Statement
put forward above
Prayer - Season of Creation and Feast of St Francis, and other occasions - Focus on Plastics

2023-2024 - Year Two and Three
●

Implementation of the plan developed in 2022

2025 – Year Four
●

Assess progress and redefine specific plans for 2026-2027

2026-2027 – Year Five and Six
●

Implement revised plan

2028 – Year Seven

● Celebrate

